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MEMOIRS OF THE REV. AMMI RUHAMAH ROBBINS, LATE PASTOR OF 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN NORFOLK, CON. 


So comparatively few are the 
examples of living virtue worthy 
to be recorded for posthumous 
imitation, that to eulogize the 
dead, is but rarely the duty of the 
biographer. And even in gar- 
nishing the sepulchres of the 
prophets, great caution is need. 
ful both.to the writer and reader, 
against the almost imperceptible 
influence of sinister motives.— 
Yet the memory of the just is 
blessed. A due respect to the 
characters of the pious dead, 
whose lives have been a constant 
lesson of important instruction to 
mankind, is a debt we owe to the 
interests of the living. We are 
to * mark the perfect man and 
behold the upright.” 

The ag d and venerable per- 
sonage, the subject of the follow- 
ing memoirs, whose praise is in 
all the churches, was a son of the 
Rev. Philemon Robbins, a for- 
mer pastor of the church in Bran- 
ford. He was born in that town 
onthe 25th of August, O. S. 

740. He evidenced the impor- 
tant benefits of religious parental 


A 


instruction, by becoming a sib. 
ject, and example of early piety. 
He dated his conversion near the 
beginning of his Collegiate life. 
Having completed his literary ed- 
ucation at Yale College, he re- 
ceived the honors of that univer- 
sity, in the year 1766.. Theolo- 
gical knowledge being his. most 
favorite object, and the gospel 
ministry, the profession to which 
he chose to devote his life; after 
a term of preparative studies, un- 
der the instruction of the Rev. 
Dr. Bellamy, he commenced a 
preacher of the gospel; and by 
the call of the church and society 
in Norfolk, was ordained to the 
pastoral office in that town, on 
the 28th of October, 1761. 
There, with few’ interruptions in 
his sacred work, he hath bestowed. 
with unwearied diligence, and 
uncommon usefulness, the ser- 
vices of a long life, amounting 
to the term of fifty-two years of 
mivisterial labor, and closed his 
earthly course on Sabbath the 
Sist of October, 1813,—aged 
seventy-three years. An aged 
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widow, and eight children lament 
their loss in his death. His fu- 
neral was attended on the Tues- 
day following by a number of 
the neighboring clergy, and 2 
very large collection of people 
fronrthat and the adjacent towns: 
and a sermon delivered by the 
Rev. Chauncy Lee, from 2 
Kings it. 12, My father, my fa- 
ther, ” the chariot of ph seit and the 
horsemen thereof. ‘The. gecasion 
was very interesting and affect- 
ing, and an unusual solemnity 
appeared throughout the numer- 
ous assembly. A death which 
drew forth the tears of commu- 
nity; and covered every counte- 
nance with the sadness of special 
mourners, presented a scene both 
solemn and instructive. It was 
fitted to impress upon the serious 
and attentive mind, a deep, if not 
an overwhelming sense of eternal 
realities. 

In Mr. Robbins’ first settle- 
ment at Norfolk, was exhibited a 
singular instance df a young min- 
ister and a young people. He 
was just turned of twenty-one 
when he received ordination, and 
the town was an infant settle- 
ment; twenty three members on- 
ly composed the church, and six- 
ty families the whole town. The 
hardships and privations, embar- 
fassments and distresses, inciden- 
tal to the ministerial life, in such 
a situation; and to which this 
young soldier of the cross, for a 
a£ourse of years was necessarily 
subjected, were many and great ; 
yet hé endured them with pa 
tience and fortitude; cheerfully 
shared in all the wants, troubles, 
and trials of his flock; and grad- 
ually grew up with the people 
whom he had thus early and af- 
fectionately taken by the hand. 
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By his prudence and frugality, 
and especially by his industrious 
application, and extraordinary ex- 
ertion: to do good ;_ particularly, 
in preparing many young gentle- 
men for a collegiate education ; 
he has been enabled to rear a nu- 
merous and respectable family, 
three of whom have received a 
liberal education. His life and 
usefulness were lengthened oit, 
much beyond the usual term of 
ministerial service. His labors 
have™been greatly blessed, and 
his heart animated and encoura- 
ged in his work, not only by indi- 
vidual conversions frony time to 
time occurring, and a gradual 
and constant increase of his 
church; but by three special, 
rich, and glorious harvests of 
souls, which he has. been given 
to reap, in the field of his minis- 
terial labors. He was spared, 
strengthened, and furnished to 
feed the church of God, and: to 
teach two whole generations the 
way to heaven. Inreply to the 
following remark, made to him, 
a few years since s by the writer of 
these memoirs. ow happy 
are you, Mr. Robbins in your 
people—so united as they are— 
so attached to your person, and 
so attentive to your ministry !’” 
«‘ Oh,” said the good man, with 
the tear of parental afféction glis- 
tening in his eye, “ the people of 
Norfolk are my children<1 have 
buried all their fathers, and have 
brought them up from their in- 
fancy.” | 

Two years since he delivered 
to ais people, his half Century 
sermon ; taking for his text, those 
words of the Apostle in Acts xxvi. 
22,23. Having therefore ob- 
tained help of God, I continue 
unto this day, witnessing both te 
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small and great, saying none oth- 
er things than those which the 
prophets and Moses did say 
should come ; that Christ should 
suffer, and that he should be the 
‘first that should rise from the 
dead, and should shew light unto 
the people, and to the Gentiles.” 
The history of his ministerial 
life, being blended with that of 
the town, [ need only refer to his 
aforesaid excellent sermon in 


print; in which the historical in- | 


cidents of minister, church and 
society are eufficiently cetailed. 

For a number of the last 
snonths of his life, he was unable 
to perform public duties. He 
xvas attacked with a cancerous 
trumor ia his face,-which -contin- 
ually increased, till it terminated 
in his death. .Great and distress- 


ing, at times, were his bodily” 


pains in his last sickness, yet-he 
appeared to endure them with 
Christian patience and submis- 
sion. With his reason unimpar- 
ed to the last, he was able to con- 
verse, and to give much impor- 
tant counsel to his family and 
friends, until. within a-few hours 
of hisdeath. Then, like the.ven- 
erable patriarch of old, he died 
with all his children around his 
ded, and exhibited that most sub- 
dime and inieresting spectacle on 

earth—an aged Christian expi- 
ring in the atms of faith. 

Two weeks before his death, 
the writer asked him this ques- 
tion, “ Are you not desirous with 
Paul, to depart and be with 
Christ 2”? To which, raising his 
trembling hands, he replied, “I 
have strong attachments to earth 
—I lave my wifeas my nearest 
earthly friend—-I love my chil- 
dren deatly—lI love my people, 
aud I never before so sensibly lov- 
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ed all mankind: but unless { 
am greatly deceived, I do love 
my Saviour, more and above all 
earthly friends and connections. 
‘Oh, it isa heaven worth dying 
for, to see Christ, as he is.” 3 

His views appeared to bright- 
en, and his spiritual comforts to 
increase, aS he drew nearer the 
close of life, though he became 
less and less able to converse.— 
Some expressions he uttered to 
his children, though in a broken 
and decultory manner, on -the 
day but one, and the day imme- 
diately before his death, and 
which were faithfully penned at 
the time, are still more interest- 
ing and distinctive of the Chris- 
tian character. ‘* If, said he, I 
know my own heart, all is-right 
—but I am afraid of self deceit. 
Christ has employed me as a la- 


‘borer for him, but I have been a 


poor unfaithful one—-my good 
works are of no value— they are 
nothing, and I deserve nothing 
for them, ‘tf I have been an in- 
gtrument in God’s hands, the 
praise is his, not mine. It ishe 
If I 
may work in it, besure it is a priv- 
ilege for which I desire to thank 
God, my‘Saviour. I do hope in 
Christ my Saviour, and trust he 
will not forsake me, when I go 
down through the dark valley.— 
I shall be dismissed in a few days, 
f{ think I can see the other side of 
Jordon. ‘Then I shall be cleans- 
ed from sin—how beautiful it is 
to be cleansed from sin—Oh, how 
desirable to be freed from this 
body of death. | think I havea 
spirit of prayer. I heartily pray 
for my children—TI pray for the 
whole world. 1 fear to express 
all my feelings, lest I should ap- - 
pear ostentatious ; but many times 
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I have glorious discoveries of the 
heavenly world. I have gotnear- 
er home. I hope soon to see my 
dear friends in heaven—mary of 
my dear people—my parents—— 
my brother,*——my sisters; and 
one whom I wish still more to- 
see.” Making a solemn pause, 
he was asked, whom ? * Chritt,”’ 
he replied. ‘* When you see me 
gasping, do not dishonor God.” 
At one time, he exclaimed, in the 
words of a favorite poetical ex- 
tract ° | 





“Come death, shake hands, I'll kiss 
thiy bands, 
*Tis happiness for me to die ; 
What! dost thou think that I will 
shrink ? 
I'll go to immortality.” 


With respect to his character 
as a man, a Christian, and a min- 
ister, itis believed, there is but 
one opinion ; nor will envy itself 
so far detract from his merits, as 
to refuse him a high and honora- 
ble standing in the list of the ex- 
cellent of the earth. The char- 
acter of a faithful servant of God, 
we have reason to think, is not 
misapplied to him; when in la- 
menting his death we unitedly cry, 
in the words of the prophet, My 
father, my father, the chariot of is- 
rael, and the horsemen thereof. He 
was indeed a child of Adam, and 
therefore not free from imperfec- 
tions. His own sinfulness how- 
ever, he appeared deeply to feel 
and lament; and he srofessed to 
found all his hopes of divine ac- 
ceptance, in mere sovereign mer- 
cy, through the atoning blood 
of the Lamb of God. . 


* The late Rev. Dr. Ro3bins, of 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
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As a companion, Sis society 
and conversation were engaging, 
edifying, and instructive. His 
address was peculiarly pleasing, 
kind, and conciliatory ; manifest. 
ing a mind richly stored with the 
treasures of divine knowledge, 
and a heart warmed with the love 
of God and his Saviour. In ail 
the various relations of domestic 
live, as a husband, a parent, a 
brother, a neighbor, and a friend, 
he constantly manifested the most 
kind and tender affection, in a 
conscientious ‘discharge of duty, 
animated and directed by the 
principles, precepts, and promises 
of the holy word of God. 

As a preacher of the everlast- 
ing gospel, his talents were dis- 
tinguished—uniting ease and el- 
egance, with plainness and pun- 
gency ; and happily adapted to 
please, to persuade, to convince, 
to instruct, and to edify his hear- 
ers. He was a scribe well in- 
structed in the things of the king- 
dom of God. His tongue was as 
the pen of a ready writer. He 
appeared in the fulness of the 
blessings of the glorious gospel— 
a son of consolation to the brok- 
en hearted penitent, and a Boa- 
nerges to the stupid conscience of 
the impenitent sinner. Always 
attentive to the concerns of his 
people, and desirous to promote 
their best interests, his labors have 
been instant, in season, and out 
ofseason. In ministering to the 
sick and afflicted; in preaching 
lectures, attending conferences, 

prayer-meetings, funerals, and all 
religious occasions ; in visitin 
the families of his people, kindly 
soothing their sorrows, and re- 
joicing with them in all their 
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joys; in frequenting ‘the schools, 
and catechising the dear lambs of 
his flock; in instructing, and 
guiding, the awakened, the con- 
victed, and the converted sinner ; 
in healing divisions ; exercising 
the discipline of the "gospel ; 5 ase 
sisting his brethren in the minis- 
try ; serving in the public coun- 
sils of the churches ; and labor- 
ing for vacant and destitute pa- 
rishes, how diligent, unwearied, 
‘faithful, and useful he has been, 
in all these various branches of 
ministerial duties; are subjects 
too extensively known and appre- 
ciated to need public recital.— 
To many, they will long be the 
themes of admiring aod grateful 
recoliection. But, alas ! 


‘© How lov’d, how valu’d once, avails 
him not.” 


Neither talents, nor learning, nor 
office, nor piety, not usefulness 
afford any security from the shafts 
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of death ; any indemnity from 
the all. devouring grave. ‘The 
fathers where are they, and the 
prophets do they live forever ?”’ 
He has finished his earthly course 
—finished the ministry he receiv- 
ed of the Lord Jesus, and gone 
to his everlasting home. Hisim- 
mortal spirit has returned to his 
God and Judge ; escorted, as we 
humbly trust, by angels to the 
bosom of Abraham; and wel- 

comed by the voice. of redeeming 
love, to the bright and blessed 
abodes of them that sleep in Je- 
sus.— While all must unite to la- 
ment the removal of this excel- 
lent man of God ; the trembling 
friends of Zion, with their eyes 
raised to heaven, and their hearts 
fixed on covenant mercy, will uni- 
tedly cry, “ Help, Lord, for the 
godly man ceaseth, for the faith. 
ful fail from among the children 
of men.”’ 


Con. Mag. 
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QUESTION.—OUGHT DEACONS TO BE ORDAINED ? 


In answering this question, it 
is proper to enquire into the mean- 
ing of the term and its appropri- 
ation to denote an office or em- 
ployment in the church. Dea- 
con, in its most extensive sense, 
means a servant employed in 
some important business. In the 
translation of the new testament, 
the Greek word is most common- 
ly rendered minister; though 
there are several ashes words, 
which are so rendered also. It 


implies, not that service which :s 
so particularly described and fix- 
ed that the agent bas no deliber- 
ation, but, that service wherein he 
acts, under general directions for 
the government of his conduct, 
and is accountable for the man- 
ner in which le performs his 
trust. 

In this extensive sense, Jesus 
Christ was a2 deacon of the cir- 
cumcision for the truth of God to 
confirm the promises, ‘khus the 
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holy angels are sent forth to per- 
form the office of deacons for 
them that shall be heirs of salva- 
tion. Civil magistrates are dea- 
cons ef God for good to those 
over whom they are placed.— 
Paul and Apostles were deacons 
by whom the Corinthians believ- 
ed. Paul stiles himself and his 
companions able deacons of the 
new testament. Hecalls Tych- 
icus and Epaphras faithful dea- 
cons, ‘Timothy adeacon*of God 
and tells him, if he put the breth- 
ren in remembrance of those 


» things which he recommended, 


he shovid be a good deacon of 
Jesus Christ. Inthis extensive 
sense of the word, women are 
called deacons or deaconesses, as 
we speak in English. Phebe was 
a deacon of the church of Cen- 
chkrea and Pliny speaks of two, in 
‘Bythinia, whom he ordered to 
the torture. In this sense Satan 
alse has his deacons, whom he 
employs in his service and who 
.2re often transformed as the dea- 
«cons of righteousness. 

To express this extensive mean- 
ang of the Greek word, deacon, 
we commonly use the word, min- 
ister, and the English word, dea- 
con, has become appropriate to a 
particular kind of* service. In 
the sixth chapter of the acts of 
the Apostles, a distinction is made 
‘between deacons of the word and 
deacons of tables. The apostles 
continued to serve as deacons of 
the word, and‘directed the choice 
of other persons to be deacons of 
tables. From that time the 
word deacon seems to have been 
appropriated to the latter ser- 
vice, the taking care of tables, or 
to denote those, who superintend- 


ed the charities and temporal 


<oncerns of the church, but were 
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not elders, bishops or public 
eteachers. 

That these deacons of tables 
were not, by their office, preach- 
ers appears very probable; _be- 
cause the reason of their appoint- 
ment was, that the apostles 
might not be obliged to leave 
the word of God tuserve tables. 
The design of the new choice 
was that the two employments 
might thenceforth, be distinct, 
whereas they could not have been 
if the persons chosen were them- 
selves preachers. The new tess 
tament gives us no information 
that but one of these persons ever 
preached. Stephen wrought 
miracles and disputed with the 
Jews. He‘ also’ answered for 
himself before the council, when 
charged with blasphemy against 
Moses; but we’ have no infor. 
miation that: he ever attempted to 
preach. Philip, it is trne, both 
preached and baptized, but heis 
expressly called an evangelist.— 
That this Philip, who is men- 
tioned in ihe twenty first chapter 
of the Acts, is the same person, 
who as spoken of in the sixth and 
eighth, appears from these consid- 
erations. When Philip left ‘the 
Eunuch he went first, to Azotué 
and then pasted ‘through the dif- 
ferent cities till he came to Caes- 
area Inthat place, Paul and his 
company, about twenty five years 
after, find Philip the evangelist, 
with his family. “This Philip is 
also expressly called one of the 
seven. He is so styled, by the 
writer of the Acts, that the rea- 
der might distinguish him from 
other persons of ihe same name. 
These seven, therefore, must have 
been a number of persons general- 
ly known or the mention of them 
could not discriminate Philip.-« 
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Now,what seven persons aremen- 
tioned; who were sufficiently 
known to justify this form of ex- 
pression? We have no account 
of seven apostles, seven evangel- 
ists or seven brethren. No seven 
persons are noticed, in the new 
testament, who could be thus gen- 
erally known, but the seven, who 
Were chosen to serve tables, in the 
ehurch at Jerusalem. Either 
therefore, Luke wrote perfectly 
unintelligibly, or Philip the evan- 
gelist was one of these seven and, 
consequently, the same who 
preached at Samaria and bapti- 
zed the Eunuch. By the same 
form of description Thomas and 
Judas are, each of them, called 
one of thetwelve. If an enquir- 
er should ask, what twelve? 
the answer would be, the twelve 
apostles, because no other twelve 
persons were sufficiently known to 
justify the expression. 

It is here proper to enquire 
when this Philip became an evan- 
gelist. Of this we are not ex- 
pressly told, but an attention to 
the history will put the question 
beyond any rational doubt.— 
Evangelist means a messenger 
sent with good tidings. As de- 
noting a.minister of the gospel, 
it implies one, next to the apos- 
tles, who was sent by ‘them to 
different placesto preach, admin- 
ister the sacraments, ordain and 
perform miracles, as the apostles 
might have done had they been 
present. Thus Timothy was 
sent to different places to do the 
work of an evangelist. We have 
no account that Philip was sent 
on any such errand, after he set- 
led at Caesarea... Before this we 
know that he did the work of an 
Evangelist at Samaria, as far 
South as the region about Gaza, 
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at Azotus and in all the cities 
between that and Caesarea.— 
Which is most probable, that he 
was made an evangelist, after he 
had done the work or before? 
As we have no evidence that he 
performed the duties of an evan- 
gelist, after he came to Caesarea, 
it is most probable that he was 
appointed to that office before he 
left Jerusalem... When it was 
found necessary, on Saul’s persc- 
cution, to disperse, the apostles 
appointed Philip who was one at 
the seven, to be an evangelist. 
Having performed that work, as 
has been. mentioned, he.settled at 
Caesarea, and there spent the resi- 
due of his days. 

The preaching of Philip, there- 
fore, is no objection to there be- 
ing an order in the. church, dis- 
tinct from preachers, who. are 
called deacons of tables or dea- 
cons in an appropriate sense.— 
As a further confirmation of this, 
we find that, when Paul descri- 
bed to Timothy, the qualifica- 
tions and character of deacons, 
he makes no. mention of their 
teaching. or being apt to teach, 
The bishop, as a preacher, must 
be apt to teach and able by 
sound doctrine to convinee gain- 
eayers, the evangelist must preach 
the word; but not so the deacon, 
because preaching is no part of 
his work. Peter, evidently 
makes this distinction, when he 
says, if any one speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God ; if 
any One minister er, as it is in 
the original, do the work of a 
deacon, let him do it a3 of the 
ability which God giveth, that is; 
by placing him in that ‘tation. 
Paul also speaks of minisiry or 
deaconship, as it isin the origine- 
2); as being distinct from propite- 
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sying, teaching, exhortation or 
ruling. In-his epistle to the 
Philippians the deacon is men- 
‘tioned as equally distinct from 
the bishops or elders as. from 
the common fiembers of the 
church; and these three, bish- 
ops, deacons and saints comprised 
all the professing christians at 
Philippi. 

It appears then that the term, 
deacon, though, in its most exten- 
sive sence, it meant any one em- 
ployed to do important service, 
and was applied to all the min- 
isters and officers of the church, 
yet in itS appropriate sense it 
‘pointed out those perscns, who, 
though not called to teach or-to 
rule, yet were to serve tables and 
dispose of the property bclanging 
to the church. 

This deacoaship was consider- 
ed as an office, a station of 1ank 
and trust in the christian church- 
es, lt was an office requiring 
duties distinct from those of the 
common brethren. For Paul 
ranks the ceacons, when speaking 
of them in di:tinction from the 
other sainis, with the bishops, 
which he would not have done 
had he considered them as having 
no official dignity. Had they 
been esteemed merely as the men- 
ial servants of the church, or, as 
some have chosen to express it, 
as hewers of wood and drawers 
of water for the house of God, 
they certainly would not have 
ws placed with bishops, the 

ighest office, which the church 
now knows. Beside they were 
not at once and without trial, to 
enter upon the duties of their sta- 
tion. They were first to be prov- 
ed and then to ure the office of a 
deacon being found biameless. 
This plainly denotestheir entrance 
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into an Office, for which, certain 
abilities and qualifications, supe- 
rior to what were found in the 
common eeemeen; were necessa- 
ry. 

The station of a deacon was 
not only an officer, but an officer 
of high importance. It was a 
place of dignity. Though the 
original word be usually transla- 
ted minister, yet there are other 
words which denote a lower de- 
gree of ministry. In its general 
sense it implies the highest station 
in whieh one can be employed as 
aservant. As has been observ- 
ed, it was a proper expression for 
the office of bishops, evangelists, 
apostles, magistrates and even of 
the angels of God and Jesus 
Christ himself. The priests and 
levitesin the temple are called 
ministers, but, as their duty was 
all prescribed and nothing left to 
their deliberation and decision; 
they are seldom called deacons. 
Their service is expressed, by 
a quite different Greek word.* 
Paul, beautifully, uses this word, 
as expressive of his humanity, 
when he stiles himself a minister 
of Jesus Christ to the gentiles, 
that the offering up of the gentiles 
might be acceptable. In this in- 
ferior capacity Epaphroditus was 
a mini:ter to the necessities of the 
apostle. 

Another Greek word,} signify- 
ing a still lower degree of service, 
is translated minister, in our 
common bibles. Tius Jesus, 
when he had read in the s syna- 
gogue gave the book to the min- 
ister, Or ‘servant appointed to 
keep it. In this humble station, 
Paul and Barnabas had John to 
their minister, to wait on them 








*Lettourgos. +Uperetis. 
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and perform those menial servi- 
¢és which were necessary.— 
When Paul was smitten to the 
ground and Jesus wished to hum- 
ble all his pride he told him that 
hé had appeared to hiw to make 
him, inthis inferior sense, a min- 
ister and a witness. And the 
Apostle, considering that he knew 
nothing by himself, was willing 
that others should account of 
him and jis brethren as being, in 
this humble sense, the minister 
of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 

But these inferior names are 
not appropriated to those, who 
are to take care of the temporali- 
ties ofthe church. Their appro- 
priate title is déacons, the highest 
order of ministérs or servants,— 
Their office is not low and un- 
important but ¢truly exalted.— 
Next to the bishdp or elder, the 
deacon holds the highest station 
in the church of God. 

That his office is of great con- 
sequence we may ififer from the 
qitalifications, which are requir- 
ed for his entering upon it.. He 
must be of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost, and of wisdom, 
gtave, not double tongued, not 

iven to much wine, hot greedy 
of filthy lucre, holding the mys- 
tery of the faith in a pure con- 
Science. He must have bit one 
wife; and she must be grave, no 
sldnderer, sober, faithful in all 
things. He must rule kis chil- 
drén and his own house weéll.— 
Excepting the ability and qualifi- 
cations for teaching, almost the 
same is required in the deacon as 
in the bishop. Woald all this 
have been so particularly requir- 
éd if the deacon had been opty a 
mere servant of the church? 

We are also told that they, 
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who have used the office of a 

deacon well, purchase or havé 

acquired to themselves a good dés 

gree and great boldness or copi- 

ousnes3"in the faith, which is iv 

Christ Jesus. Could this result 

from the mere’ sérvice of tables 

or receiving and arene 

the temporalities of the church ? 

The truth is, the deacon, in the 

church of Christ, is next in office 

to the bishop. When the bishop 

is ‘absent or unable to act, he is 
the first in the church, and all its 
concerns come under his cogni- 
zance and direction. He is to 
serve tables and take care of tem- 
poralities, but these by no means 
complete the whole of his duty. 
He is to do every thing in the 
church, except preaching the 
word, administering ordinances 
and bearing rule, which can be 
done by the bishop. In all thdse 
things which come within * his 
proper sphere he is to be with the 
bishop, to assist and help him. 
As, next tothe bishop he holds 
the first place in the church, eve- 
ry duty, which any member may 
perform, devolves in the first 
place on him.- In praying, in ex: 
horting, in comforting, in reprov- 
ing, in warning, in admonishing, 
in examining, in admitting, in re- 
jecting, in censuring, in condem- 
ning, in restoring, he is to take 
the lead. His duty, as the sec- 
ond in the church is truly great, 
his office is dignified and most 
important. In the faithful dis- 
charge of these exteasive duties, 
he must acquire an high degree 
of respect and arrive at great at- 
tainments and boldness ia the 
faith which is in Christ Jesps. | 

Deacon, then according to its 

appropriate meaning, inthe new * 
t&tament, signifies one whe is 














dveations. 


{9 Suesiion. 


eliosen from the rest of the breth- 
ren of the church, to fill the high- 
est station next below the bishop. 

He holds one of the only two of- 
fices which are knowm in the 
christian church. His office is 
not of a low and indifferent na- 
ture, but of vast moment. — It is 
£0 important, that in order to 
his taking it upon him, he must 
have peculiar abjities and quali- 
In “the proper dis- 
charge of his exalted duties, he 
procures a distinguished degree 
of dignity, and attains to great 
improvement. and confirmation 
ia the faith... ‘Though he is nei- 


ther to. preaca, nor administer 


sacraments, nor bear rule, yet his 


office is of great and extensive 


importance. ’ 

From the vast importance 
which in the new. testament, is 
antached to this office, we should 
expect tofnd scmre mention of 
the occasion and manner of its in- 
stitntuion, and the mode of mduc- 
tion thereto. We havea partieu- 
lar account. of the institution of 
apostles, evangelists and elders or 
bishops... We know when, and 
why, and how, they were ap- 
p*inted, and the manner in which 
the sacred dignity was conferred 
upon them. — Is the gospel then 
silent, in all these particulars, con- 
eerning the important office of 
deacons? Is there no trace of 
their. first institution and the man- 
ner of their call and admission to 
office? We search the whole new 
testament in vain; not a hint of 
the kind is tobe found from the 
beginning to the end, unless it be 
in the sixth chapter of the Acts 
of the apostles. Is there such an 
omissiouin the gospel of our sal- 
vation? There, certainly, can- 


wotbe. Inthe sixth chapter of 
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the Acts then we have an ace 
count of the institution of dea- 
cons. To this therefore let ug 
carefully attend. 
It appears that, at that time, 
all the official concerns of the 
church were in the hands of the 
apostles. They were the bish- 
ops, elders, pastors, teachers and 
deacons of the church which was 
formed at Jerusalem. When it 
became proper that the brethren 
should hold their property in 
common and their other concerns 
increasing’, the official burden on 
the aposties was too great. They; 
therefore, proposed the institution 
of an order, whose special busi- 
ness should be to serve tables and 
attend to the temporal concerns of 
the church. Seven persoms were 
chosen, by the brethren for this 
employment and appointed theres 
to by the apostles. 

But an objector is confidéne 
thése were not deacons, they are 
never ro called. 

Here I wowld ask what then’ 
were they ? H{ they were not call- 
ed deacons what were they call 

ed? Were they a nameless com- 

pany who had no successors and 
whese employment lastéd -but a 
few days and then ceased forev- 
er? Was there so much solemn: 
parade to bring forward seven 
men who, like Jonah’s gourd, 
were to grow and. perish in a 
night : 2—<with whom the church, 
in after times bas no concern, 
and who have left not ¢0 much a8 
4 name behind? 

Wherein. did these men differ 
from the deacons so often men- 
tioned afterwards? They were 
chosen and appointed to office as 
deacons afierwards were, ‘This 
office was next to that of bishopy 
or elders: for there were then no 
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other officers but the opostles, 


who were,.themselves, both bish- 
ops and elders. It was consider- 
ed as an office of great import- 
ance, as none, in the apostles view, 
were fit for it but men of honest 


report and full of the Holy Ghost . 


and of wisdom. ‘The brethren 
chose to this office the best men 
they had, and these were set apart 
by a most solemn rite. But tho’ 
their office was of so great: mo- 
ment, they were not to he preach- 
ers; for they were expressly ap- 
pointed that the ministers of the 
word might nat be obliged to 
leave it, to attend to this concern. 
This office was then so /:ée that 
of the future deacons, that, even 
the objector, can find no differ- 
ence but the want of the name. 
ki, however, he will give but a 
moment’s attention, he will find 
even this also. Itis not truethat 
these seven men are not called 
deacons. The language of the 
apostles, on this occasion, accord- 
ig to the original, was this. We 
will give ourslves to prayer and 
the deaconship of the word, for it 
is not reason that we should leave 
the word of Gad and attend to 
the deaconship of tables. Where- 
fore look ye out seven men whom 
we may appoint over this buasi- 
What business ? The dea- 
conshtp of tables. Hf then their 
proper business was a deaconship, 
they were certainly deacons.— 
The term, from this time, became 
-ppropriate to signify the efficial 
cuty which they were to perform. 
If these men are not’ called dea- 
cons, and that in the appropriate 
sen‘e of the word, the name is 
applied to none in the new testa. 
ment. If these seven were not 
aleacon:, there are no deacons to 


he found in the bible. The verb 


1eS3. 
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which is here joined with tables. 
and rendered, serve tables, is the « 
same* whigh is used by Saul in 

the expression, let them use the 

office of a deacon, they that have 

used the office of a ceacon. 

These seven men were then the 
first deacons of the christian 
church, and the same.order, with 
the same appropriate name, was 
appointed in the other churches 
as they wereformed. It is found: 
in the churches of Rome and of. 
Philippi, in those to which Time 
othy was sent as an evangelist and 
in these of Pontus, Galatia, Cap- 
adocia, Asia and Bythinia to 
which Peter wrote. No churchs 
it is probable was destitute of this 
office ; and, from the solemnity 
of its institution and the frequent 
and general directions, which are 
given concerning it, we have full 
warrant for its-continuance in al} 
times and places. 

The way is now prepared for. 
a direct answer to the question, 
Ought deacons to be ordained ? 
If their office and duty be so im- 
portant, if their rank JS fitkt to 
that.of the bishap, .if, am all the 
affairs of the churchyy 
such as.exclusively belo the 
bishops or elders, they are to take 
a chief an official part, to lead 
and direct, surely some solemn 
form of induttion. must be tho’t 
reasonabie. ‘I'he Evangelist, the 
bishop, the elder, receives his of- 
ficial authonty. by prayer with 
fasting and the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery. Is then 
the next office, that which was 
originally a part of the office of 
the apostle and bishop, to be en- 
tered upon without ceremony, as 
being a business of no moment ? - 
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Reason, itself, dictates that it 
should not be. 
_ The direction given by Paul 
to Timothy, also speaks the same 
language. Let these also first be 
proved and then let them use the 
office of a deacon, being found 
blameless. ‘This direction can 
mean nothing but this. Let them 
first be designated as candidates 
for the office and, for a proper 
Space, remain on trial. If then 
they be found blameless, let them 
be put into the office. They are 
to be first designated and proved 
and then putinto office. Their en- 
tering upon their office is distinct 
from their designation. What 
then can it be but some form of 
induction or ordination. Ifsome 
such ordination be not intended, 
their trial and using the office of 
a deacon must. be the same and 
the apostle wrote without mean- 
ing. This matter is set in the 
¢learest possibie light in the sixth 
chapter of the Acts. The de- 
Signation and appointment to of- 
fice of the first deacons were ex- 
pressly distinct. They were not 
to be performed by the same per- 
sons. Look ye out, say the: apos- 
tles, seven men whom we may 
appoint. This direction pleased 
the whole multitude and they, 
that is, the whole congregation 
of believers, chose’ the men and 
set them befere the apostles.— 
The apostles then prayed and 
laid their hands onthem. They 
ordained them to their office in 
the same solemn manner and 
ith the same ceremony as they 
ordained evangelists, bishops, or 
elders. ‘The direction to Timo- 
thy, as explained by this transac- 
tion, is this. 
of the church choose their dea- 
cons and after a proper space for 


Let the brethren 


trial, let them present them to 
the elders for ordination. 

If then the recommendation, 
command and evident example 
of the apostles is to have any 
weight with us, deacons are to 
be ordained. The first deacons 
were So initiated into their official 
work, the general direction, long 
afterwards, required the same, 
and we have not a hint in the new 
testament that any were permit- 
ted to officiate without being so 
ordained. 

Why then hasthts duty been 
omitted? Can it be from any 
other cause than a careless or de- 
signed neglect of gospel command 
and gospel practice ? 

It is indeed said that the duty 
of the deacon is now different 
from what it was when they were 
first appointed and therefore ordi- 
nation is now unnecessary. 

And is not the duty of the 
bishop or elder now different 
from what it was at first ? In the 
beginning of the gospel, in those. 
times of persecution and distress, 
the bishops or elders had many 
things to perform, from which 
they are now happily discharged. 
Why then should not ordination 
be omitted with respect to them, 
as well as with respect to dea- 
cons ? 

It is true, when the office of 
deacons was first instituted in the 
church at Jerusalem, where they 
had all things common, their du- 
ty was different from what it was 
afterwards. But it should be re- 
membered that this community 
of property never extended to. 
the churches of the gentiles, 
nor did it continue long in any 
church. Inthe churches to which 
Timothy was sent the property 
was never held in common stock. 











There. were no tables there to 
serve different from those of eve- 
ry church. Wecan discover no 
difference between the duties of 
a deacon in those churches and in 
those of the present day, and yet 
it is plain the apostle directed 
him to be ordained as had been 
practiced in the church at Jeru- 
salem. Every reason which could 
induce ‘Timothy to ordain dea- 
cons in the churches which he 
formed and regulated, still exists 
and should equally imfluence the 
bishops and pastors of the present 
day. 

If.it be objected that there is 
nothing row for deacons to be or- 
dained over, it is answered they 
are ordained over the church and 
not over its property. Beside, 
ought not churches to have 
more property now than can be 
supposed to belong to the poor 
persecuted churches of the prim- 
itive christians ? 

Is it said that deacons, at the 
present duy, have an aversion to 
submit to so solemn a rite and 
therefore it is neglected? Did 
not the same difficulty exist tn the 
times of the apostles, and was it 
not as good an excuse then as 
now? A want of love to the du- 
ties and obligations of the office, 
is, surely, a reason for non a- 
ceptance, but can be none, for 
performing without proper ap- 
pointment and inducticn. 

Iris the will of Christ, then, 
that deacons should’ be ordained. 
Their office is important, their 
work issolemn. ‘They should be 
set apart, asin the days of the 
apostles by prayer and the impo- 
siticn of the hands of the presbyt- 
ery ; and any. church, which is 
without deacons, so ordained and 


set apart, is yet destitute of those 
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officers, which the gospel hath 
commanded. AN. 


tent 


—- 


DOES TRUE SUBMISSION IMPLY A 
WILLINGNESS TO BE DAMNED? 

By some emminent ministers 
and christians, this question has 
been answered in the affirmative. 
And perhaps a perton, who 
doubts the correctness cf the an- 
swer, may fall below the stand- 
ard of orthodoxy ; but surely i¢ 
cannot be uncandid in him. to 
state his difficulties, and show 
why he cannot perceive the truth 
so clearly as others, 

I acknowledge, that: the reas. 
oning of some learned Divines on 
this subject, is very ingenious, 
and not a little perplexing... I 
pass over their arguments, not 
without a degree of hesitation ; 
but when I arrive at their con- 
clusion, I am not convinced, 
though I feelmuch “difficulty, in 
attempting to show, where lies 
the error, which, I fear, is some- 
where larking to mislead me —. 


With these impressions, IF have 


read Dr, Hopkins’ dialogue be- 
tween a Calvinist and a Semi. 
Calvinist again and again, 

Had it been stated, that we are 
required to submit to God uacon- 
ditionally, leaving curzelves en- 
tirely at his disposal, and consent- 
ing that he shou!d act, respectinz 
our salvation, according to the 
dictates of his adorable sovereign- 
ty, [ should have been eati fied. 
FE t when the condition is sup- 
posed, an insuperable difficuity 
arises in my mind; and I donot 
fee, why we may not stppo-e a 
condition just the reverse, a3 weil 
as to suppose this. 1 cannot see, 
why true submission does not as 
much require us to be williag to 
be gaved, as to be willing to be 






























damned. The important idea is, 
that we must yield tc God’s will, 
let it be what it may. Nowitis 
certain, that, in the first act of 
submission, we do not know 
whether he has determined to 
eave, ortodamnus. Therefore 
I am unable to see, why we are 
not as mech required to be wil- 
ling to be saved, if it be the will of 
Ged, as to be willing to be dam- 
ned— The doctrine, therefore, ap- 
pears to me inconsistent, because 
it makes a condition to which 
we must submit, and even in- 
volves two conditions subversive 
of each other, at the same time 
that God requires us to submit 
without any condition.* 

I have another difficulty : I 
cannot perceive how it is possible 
that this willingness should ever 
exist in one person. Damnation 





~ *We apprebend that our author does 

not correctly exhibit the sentimenis 
entertained by the gentleman, whom 
he opposes. If we understand them, 
thev are very far from making damna- 
tion acondition of submissioa—a sen- 
timent so horrid that, we trust, no one 
ever advocated it. They merely main- 
tain, that unreserved submission im- 
plies a willingness to be at God's dis- 
posal, whether he see best to make 
our state joyful or sorrowtul—to save 
urs. ar to darn Us, 

‘hose, who consider that submis- 
sion implies aw illingne: s t> be dam- 
ned, are divided in opinion. ‘They do 
notall consider, as our uuthor seems 
to suppose in a subsequent paragraph, 
that we are to be willing forever to 
hate God. Some of them, while they 
enjoin a willingness to be damned, 
clan no more ‘than that. we ‘should 
submit, should God see best, to be tor- 
mented forever with pain, or m other 
words, submit to endure the penalty, 
which the law denounces against the 
damned ‘This sentiment, which we 
believe to be the most prevalent, our 
author does not attempt to: refute. ’ 

Epirors, 
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comprises two things ; pain and 
ein. Doubtless these are insepar- 
ably connected, both in the na- 
ture of things, and in the unal- 
terable purpose of God. Indeed, 
to conceive of the one without 
the other is, to me impossibie. 

I can indeed imagine, that a good 
being may be willing to submit 
toany kind and’any duration of 
pain, thatGod may please to ap- 
point ; but to be willing to bea 
sinner, and continue to sin, and 
that for ever, is not consistent 
with any ideas that I have of ho- 
ly desires and exercises. It is 
possible, then, that the christian 
might be willing to suffer that 
part of damnation, which consists 
in pain, but how hecan submitto 
the other part of damnation, I 
cannot conceive, 

Qa the other hand, an impeni- 
tent sinner not only may be wil- 
ling, but he is willing to sin, and 
to be a sinner forever. It would 
cause him no pain te submit to 
this, because his whole heart is in 
it. He would, therefore, be wil- 
ling to bear that part of damna- 
tion, which consists in sin. 

_ So, then, to constitute one per- 
son, who is willing to be damned, 
jt appears to me that the saint 
and the sinner must. be untted ; 
the eaint, to submit to. the pain ; 
the sinner, to submit to the sin. 
And this seems to me impossible. 
The scriptures assure us that 
true submission is connected with 
salvation. Here I find another 
difficulty ; for l.cannot see how 
we submit to God’s will, when 
we are willing to be damned, and 
he has determined that we chall 
be saved. This seems to. me 
more like rebellion than submis- . 
sion. Nor.is my difficulty re- 
moyed by the supposition that 








we submit, only on condition that 
it may be God's will, which is to 
ns unknown : for, Since it is dn- 
known we do not submit to datn- 
nation, but to God’s will, unknown 
to us 3 yet thia will may be our 
salvation ; if 80, we are not re- 
signed by being willing to be 
damned. 

Another difficulty is, that this 
notion of submission appears to 
be contrary to a ver? important 
object, heid up in the sacred or- 
acles, viz. that men shauld be 
willing to be saved on gospel 
principles. Nor can I see how it 
is consistent that they should first 
be willing to be damned. 

Finally. It appears to me, that 
@ suitable distinction is not made be- 
tween being reconciled to the existence 
of sin as exercised by others, and a 
consent to exercise it ourselves: the 
former may justly be termed subnits- 
ston respecting those that are already 
damned ; but the latter I cannot dis- 
tiriguish from sin itself : for x does 
appear to me, that a willingness 
to be a sinnef, and to continue to 
be so fotever, is itself no other 
tlian a sinful exercise. This is 
the greatest of my difficulties ; 
for it seems very strange, that an 
éxercise of holiness should im- 
ply a willingness to be deprived 
of holy exercises for ever. | 

In short, I must suppose that 
my difficulties arisé, either from 
weakness of intelléct, or from 
waht of benevolence, or from the 
absurdity of the doetrine. It the 
first. I am to be pitied ; if the se- 
cond, Iam to be condemned ; 
but if the third, the doctrine 
ought tobeexploded, <A. Z. 


Messrs. Epitors, 
ty you think the following ideas, taken 
fom a periodical publicatiou- in 


4814, Scrious thought on ihe hard condition of Clergymen. 13 


New-England, calculated to excite 
atténtion to a much negiceted duty 
you ave at liberty to give them @ 
place in vour Adviser. 

‘SERIOUS THOUGHTS ON THE 
HARD CONDITION OF MANY OF 
OUR CLERGY. 


4 


HE expense of supporting @ 
family, notto say in fashionable 
splendour, but with the bare 
necessaries of life, is now double 
to what it has been in times long 
past, and it is still increasing. It 
is needless to my present purpose 
to investigate the causes ; be they 
what they may, the fact is too 
clear to be denied. What then 
is to become of a highly respecta- 
ble and useful body of men, 
whose yearly salaries, even in 
cheaper times, did but barely tup- 
ply them with the means of a 
frugal livmg ; whut is to bécome 
of them, if their income be not 
enlarged? How can they, I do 
not tay, mdke a respectable ap- 
pearance in the world, bit how 
can they live ? How can they ob. 
tain foct! to eat, and raiment to 
put on, and provide merely indis- 
pensable necessaries for their wives 
and children ? 

The writer belongs not to the. 
clerical order, nor has he any 
personal intefest, directly or in- 
directly, in thé present subject. 


He takes it up, neither at the in- 


stance, nor with the knowledgé of 
any clergyman. He voluntects as 
a pleader in this cause; but he 
pleads not for chavity, of com- 
passion, but for justice. The claims 
of justice he would enforce upon 
the conscience; of that heaven- 
born justice, which requires of us 
in all cases, to do to others as we 
ourselves would be done unto. It 
allows no unfair advantages, and 
is liable to no misconstruction ¥ 
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it is as clear.as.the light of heav. 
en. 3 

_ It might be irhpertinent to dis- 
euss here the meritsof our clergy : 
my business 1s not to flatter or 
applaud. To say, that, general- 
ly, they are well educated, exem- 
plary in their morals, in all ap- 
pearance pious in their hives; 
that they are faithfully engaged 
in their sacred calling ; that they 
are the life-tpring of our schools, 
and an unspeakuble bencfit to 
community at large, .as respects 
even the present state—to say all 
this, is saying no more than what 
will be generally acknowledged. 
Andis # right that they should 
suffer, by the condition. of ,the 
times, out of all proportion with 


other men? Shall they lack the’ 


comforts, the decencies, and even 
the necesearies of life? Shall they 
be pinched with poverty, or weigh- 
ed down with irredeemabie debt? 
If the laborer in the vineyard of 
Christ, is worthy of his hire, 
ought he not to be paiarthe whole, 
substantially, that had been prom- 
ised him ? 

Public sentiment, not to say 
the imperious demands of duty, 
bars a gospel minister from the 
gainful employments pursued by 
other men. Ordinarily his sala- 
ry is hissole income; and if that 
be insufficient for his support, 
whither can he betake himself, or 
what can he do? Under the vex- 
ations of pinching want, or while 
his heart is wrung with ihe tor- 
turing apprehensions of it, how 
can he compose himself to. his 
studies? How comparatively mea- 
gre and profitless will be his per- 
formances ! : 

If it be expedient, if it be lau- 
dable, if it be pious, if it be a 


_ bounden duty to support micsions 
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abroad (which by ho means 
would I call in question)—can it 
be less expedient, less laudable, 
less pious. less a bounden duty, 
to support, and well support, our 
own ministers at home? Shall 
they who, in our sickness and be- 
reavements, hold out to cur lips 
the cup of consolation, be left by 
us to want common bodily coms 
forts? Shall they who break to 
us the bread of Ife, be pinched 
in their persons and in their fami- 
lies for common. necessaries ? 
Shall they who watch for souls, 
as those who must, vive an ac- 
count, be engrossed daily with 
thése anxious enquiries, ** What 
shall we eat, what shal] we drink, 
aud wherewithal shall we be 
clothed?” Shall they be placed 
without any fault of theirs, in 
such pitiable worldly circumstau- 
ces, that, whichever way they 
turn their eyes, they can see no- 
thing but vexation and distress ? 
It must not be. 

In ordinary cases. they who 
enter upon this sacred calling 
well know they must relinquish 
every hope of wealth, every hupé 
of making an ample provi:ion for 
their families. To this whole 
length they renounce the wor'd: 
its wealth, its grandeur, its luxu- 
rics, they renounce, by the very 
condition cf the calling they have 
chosen. Farther than this they 
cannot go. ‘They have the com- 
mon wants of humanity, and ¢an 
supply them by only ordinary 
means. The gift of miracles is 
not theirs. Stones will hardly 
become bread at their bidding. 
It is not in the compass of their 
power to multiply loaves, or to 
replenish the cruise with oil, tn 
any way out of the common 
course of nature. Yet they have 
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a charter right to aliving; aright 
bye the divine charter, which or- 
dains that “‘ they who preach the 
gospel, shall live of the gospel.” 
And surely no person of honest 
senvibility would with to contra- 
vene or abridge it. ze 

Far be it from me to insinuate 
any thing reproachful. If this 
matter has been neglected, in a 
great many instances it 1s be- 
cause it has not been duly con- 
sidered. Christian people will 
nat, with their eyes oper, with- 
hold fromi their ministers the 
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means of a comfortable and de. 
cent subsitence. They will not 
take any hard advantage of the 
better of their contract: with them. 
I would fain believe the thing to 
be improbable, and next to ims 
possible. Z 
If it be asked, What is to be 
done ?—~The answer is short, but 
conclusive.—Bring the -case be- 
fore the court of conscience— 
weigh it in an even balance, and 
decice it by the Golden Rule, 
A Streapy HEearthe 


et Goat 


Miscellany. 


THE COTTAGER’S WIFE. 
[Continued from page 330. vol. 5.] 
_ You will readily believé, Mr. 
Editor, afier the account I late- 


ly sent you, that I did not long 


delay a second visit to my poor 
parishioner. Although ‘I was in 
a great measure satisfied as to her 
sincerity, and could not reasona- 
bly doubt that she was a child of 
God, I was anxious to ascertain 
the effect of my first visit, and to 
administer all the instruction and 
consolation which could be crowd- 
ed within the apparently short 
remnant of her days. It was on 
the following Suuday that I a- 
gain directed my steps to the vil- 
lage. AsI approached it, “the 
sound of the church-going bell’’ 
was collecting my rustic congre- 
gation. Icould not, therefore, 
proceed to the cottage, till I had 
closed the morning®<ervice, and 
dismissed miy little flock with that 
impressive and truly pastoral 
. 


Z 


blessing, which it were to be wish 
ed might never be repeated with. 
out the fervour, or heard without 
the interest, which it so justly de- 
serves. [f then hastened to my 
sick parishioner. The door wag 
opened to me by her husband, 2 
remarkably fine healthy-looking 
young man.—‘‘How is your 
wife,” said I, “today?” “Very 
ill sir.” “ Worse than when L 
saw her on Thursday 2?” “ Rathe 
er weaker, sir.” “Shall I walk 
up stairs ?” “ff you please, sir,— 
she will be very glad to see you.”® 
M appeared truly so, “I 
am sorry to heat that you feel 
weaker than when I saw you last.” 
“Ido indeed, sir; but it is the 
will of God, and it is my sincere 





cezire that Ais will. and not mine, 


should be done.” ‘* Whatever 


his will may be,’’ said I, “be ase 


sured that it is the best.” “E 


know, sir,’”’ she replied, “that all 
things work together for good se 
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them thatlove God.”? ‘Do you 
think that you are of that happy 
number ?’ *T canfot but hope 
so, sir. God knows that I love 
him. Iam grieved that I have 
not served him as I ought, and 
that I cannot love him better ; 
bet I often think, Sir, if it should 
please God to ‘pare my life, and 
to raise me up again, how care- 
ful I will be not to offend him— 
how I will try to serve and please 
him.” I] trust vou would; but 
since you have not done this, as 
you ought, before, why do you 
think you should hereafter ?” 
“Sir, I know that my heart is 
very weak and deceitful, and that 
Icannot do any thing good of 
myself; but L hope I have learnt 
much from this illness. I see the 


vanity of every thing but religion, - 


and I think that, with God's as- 
sistance, I should lead a more 
Christian life.” “Have you 
thought much of what J said to 
you when I was here before ?”’ 
*-f have thought of little else, 
siv.”?  * And do yon believe that 
your repentance for your past sins 
1s quite sincere 2” “ } do indeed 
hope that it is.» “ Do you feel 
any real Sorrow on account of 
them, and any inward hatred and 
dread of sin ?”’ I think I feel, sir, 
something of that broken and 

centrite heart, which ‘God will 
not despise.’ Perceiving unus- 
ual symptoms 6f uneasiness about 
her, 1 asked her if she was in 
mich pain. . ** O yes, sir; but 
what is my pain to that which my 
Saviour suffered upon the cross ? 
He was for many hours upon the 
rack, and kad none to comfort 
him ; but Lhave deserved a great 
deal miore than I suffer, and have 
wnany mercies.’”? Snon after this, 
her husband, who had till now 


JAN. 


betn present, left the room, when 
I took the opportunity of asking 
M-—-— whether 4e thought and 
felt in any manner as she did ups 
on religious subjects. She shook 
her head at this question, and 
sighed as she answered, “ I wish 
I could say he did, sir; butI 
cannot: my husband is a very 
sober, honest, well behaved man, 
but I am sorry to say he knows. 
but little about religion ” * How 
then,”’ said I, * come you to think 
of marrying him ?” “ Because I 
was a vain and foolish girl, sir 
but I have been sorely chastised 
for it. I have known but vety 
little happiness since I married. 
My husband, though kind and 
civil, has never liked to join with 
me in living as Christians should ; 
and his family are all worldly 
people; and living so close to 
them, I have been greaily tried. 
I have earnestly desired to say 
with Joshua, * As for me, and my 
house, we will serve the Lord :’ 
but when I have asked my huss 
band to hear me read the Bible; 
(for he is no scholar himself,) of 
to pray with me, he would only 
tell me it was eneugn to go to 
church on Sundays, and that he 
did not like any methodistical do- 
ings. Ihave told him I am no 
Methodist ; for though I have of- 
ten been asked to go to the meet- 
ing in the next village, I never 
went, for I was satisfied with the 
church, and poor Wir. Pecos: 

(meaning my predececsor ) preach- 
ed good sermons, and gave me 
good books, as you wiiftee upon 
the table ; but 1 used to tell iny 
hushand that we could not expect 
the blessing of God upon us, if 
we did not worthip and serve 
him ; and often, when he has beer 
going to lie down at night, with- 
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out prayer, I have said to him, 
¢O Joha, how can you go to rest 
without begging God’s forgive- 
ness and protection! Suppose 
your soul should this night be re- 
quired of you, do you think you 
should awake in heaven ? Some- 
times, when | have spoken thus, 


sir, I could prevail upon him to 


pray a few words; but, at other 
times, he wouid bid me hold my 
tongue, and go to sleep. O! sir, 
I cannot tell you what I have 
suffered on his account ; and his 
family are all of the same way of 
thinking : but I hope you will be 


_able to dothem:some goad. All 


these things have made them not 
very kind to me; but I have 


_ much to be forgiven myself, sir, 


and I freely forgive them. Indeed, 
weak as I am, I would go down 
upon, my knees to every one of 
them, if I could do them any 


_good.” In the midst of this ia- 


teresting conversation, we were 
interrupied by the arrival of two 
of her sisters, who had come from 


distant villages tosee her. They 


were considerably older than my 
parishioner, and manifested an af- 
fectionate concern for her which 
highly gratified me. Itis one of 


_ the disadvantages of poverty, that 


itis in general apt to chill the 
current of the social and domestic 


_ feelings, and to produce a hard- 


ness aud insensibility. which in- 
crease rather than dimisnish its 
other attendant evils. In the 
present case, I was delighted to 
observe all the warmth of tender- 
ness, and liveliness of sympathy, 
which. more frequently ° distin- 

uish those who are somewhat 
elevated above the lowest ranks 


_ of life, called forth into exercise 


towards the afflicted subject of 
this narrative. After the first ia- 


_ cere desire,sir. 


quiries of these kind relatives 
were over, I was about to pro- 
pose that we should unite in pray- 
er, when my parishioner said that 
she had a particular favor to bez 
ofme. ‘ Whatis that?” said I. 
“ You know, sir, Friday is Christ- 
mas-day, and I suppose you will 
administer the Sacrament. If 
have been looking forward a 
long time in the hope that I 
should be well enough to go to 
church, and join in that holy 
communion. ‘The last time, sir, 
I ever saw Mr. P she talked 
to me a good while upon the sub- 
ject, and gaye me a book to read 
upon it. ‘hough I had always 
a great desire to receive the 
Lord’s supper, I have been a- 
fraid of taking it unworthily.— 
I am, indeed, not worthy to pick 
up the crumbs under my master’s ta+ 
ble ; but Jesus said, *. Except ye 
eat the flesh and. drink the blood 
of the Son of Man, ye have no 
life in you.’” * ‘True,’ said I; 
‘but do you think, that, by mere- 
ly receiving the Sacrament, you 
will have this life 2’ ** No, sir, I 
know thatI must havea true 
faith in Christ.”  Yes—you 
must feed on him, as our church 
says, ‘in your heart, by faith, with 
thanksgiving.’ ” * hat is my sin- 
Ged knows haw 
earnestly I have longed for an oppor- 
tunity of gotag.to she Lerd's Leable. 
You know, sir, Mr. P Was tae 
ken ill just before the last time 
that it was tO be administered in 
our church, and 1 have beea coi:- 
fined myselt almost ever since : 
but now, if you think I am in a 
fit state to receive the Sacrament, 
1 should feel it to be the greatest 
blessing and comfort, if -you 
would be so kind as to give it to 
me on Friday.” Upon this, 1 read 
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to het. several passages of Scrip- 
ture, together with parts of the 
CommunionService,which partic- 
ularly mention the qua'ifications 
of acceptable communicants.; 
and after conversing some time 
longer on the subject, and telling 
her that I siiould willingly com 
ply with her request on Christ. 
Mna> day, i aeked who would par- 
take of it with her. “I expect” 
said M—,‘ that my poor dear 
mother will be here, if she can 
bear the journey; and:he will 

am sure, be glad to join with 
me.’ © And will not your hus. 
band?” said I, who was now 
returned to the sick room. ** Qh! 
how I wish he would! answer- 
ed his wife “ Will you. not, 
John!’  I.don’t know. what to 
savy toit M—. It is.a very sol- 
emn thing, and I am no scholar. 
I doubt t am not good enough.” 
** We shail never be good enough 
of ourseives,’* said M /** That 
is very true, indecd,”’.I replied ; 
* but will you be better by. stay- 





ing away from the Sacrament ?. 


Shouid not every Christian be 
aiixious to.obey his Savior’s Jast 
command—-to remember his dy- 
ing lovem-and to.hold commun. 
ion with him.in the vray he has 
appointed ?. Though y.ou.are no 
scholar, yet are you nota sinner ? 
And -hould you ngt be giad to 
know as much of your. Saviour 
as posible, and to devote your- 
self tohis. service 2?” “ E should 
to, be sure, sir ” “ Besides.” J ad- 
ded, “if you are not-fit to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, are you fit 
either to live,or to die.as.a Chris 
tian? Thwk seriously of this, 
aud pray to God-to direct and 
@vable you to perform this duty 
ina profitable manner. Consid- 
¢r too the uncertain state.of your 
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poor wife. It.is very probable 
that you may not have io live 
much longer together in this 
world. Now, if it should please 
God shortly to take her from 
you, would it get afford you 
some consolation, when she was 
gone, to reflect that you had 
joined her in this most solemn ser- 
vice of religion—that you had 
coinmemorated together the 
death of Him, to whom alone 
we must look for sa!vation—and 
by this united act of faith and 
hope had enjoyed an earnest of a 
blessed union hereafter in heav- 
en??? The young man wat evi- 
dently affected by these conside- 
rations, and repiied, with emo- 
tion, ** What you say is very true, 
sir. I wish I could say I would 
do as you wish on Friday. I 
will think of it, and try shat I 
can do to bring my mind to a fit 
state ; but I cannot promise, siz. 
1 am in great trouble, and scarce- 
ly know how to think of any 
thing.” - * Bur.” said I, * you 
should at Jeast try to think of re- 
ligion, for it is God only who can 
comfort you; andthe illness of. 
your wife is a cail to you toturn 
tohim. Jesus also imvites you, 
now that you are in trouble, to 
come to him for rest; and he is 
ready to give you a. pledge of it 
in the Lord’s Supper.” He 
seemed to feel the truth of what I 
said ; but partly from ignorance, 
and partly from that corruption 
which always opposes the turning 
of the heart to God, he held back 
from saying any thing more. 
How common, and yet+how Ja- 
mentabie a case is this! Men 
neglect and refuse to make God 
their friend: and when, amidst 
the various changes of this more - 
tal life, they fall inte distress, they 


re ft 5 atta cts ” eer ke ala hails gt a sale ae io Ag gs 3 a eee 
SRG er ee rag IEE RRR. PL Ae MET Se oe SDE PN OO CPR SRO, Ie Te LOF tae Romero bY itn 
ee eee Si 5 cr ee TP i 8 Naa fis MEPIS. te ine 





LEER 5 8 RT A OCOD, LEE IRE NLL 


SAGAN Sa deh a Sic lige hi a ota ne ARES 
Pi Rie aid A oO ela ie OR posde in 


CERO eRe 





j314. The Coltager's Wife. ‘2 


‘know not what to do, or whither 
to’ flee for support and comfort. 
Yet God hath said, **Call upon 
me in the day*of trouble; I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glori 


fy me.” O! wny will not all that 


are in affliction listen to this gra 
cious invitation, and, like his 
children, “find a place of rcf- 
uge !’’—-Fearing, however, that 
the young man was not as yet suf. 
ficiently intormsd as to the na- 
ture of the Sacrament, or reli- 
giously enough disposed to. re- 
ceive it, I was unwilling, at this 
time, to urge him any farther, 
but contented myself with ex- 
horting him to look to God for 
direction and help —=I closed this 
second visit by praying with the 
affi:cted party assembled in the 
sick room. M joined in e¥- 
ery petition with “a degree of ani- 
mation and fervour which I have 
seldom seen surpassed, and ex- 
pressed her gratitude in a man- 
ner which left meno room to 
doubt the reality of a Divine 
work in her heart. On leavin 
the room, I gave her a copy of 
¢* The Dairyman’s: Daughter,” 
thinking that she might derive 
both instruction and comfort 
from a history which exhibits 
some circumstances very similar 
to those of her own case. 1 was, 
however, agreeably surprited to 
find that the benevolent apothe- 
cary, whom I had met on my 
first visit, bad been beforehand 
with me in this present. ‘I have 
contrived to read part of that lit- 
tle book, sir,” said M—, ‘tho’ 
wot ‘without difficulty. That 
young woman died of the disor- 
derin which Tam. She wasa 
true Cristian, sir, and I have 
brea much comforted by many 
{ings that are ‘related of her.— 





God grant that I may be like 
her” “TJ trust” said I, * that 
by the grace of God you wii be 
like her, both living and dying. 
Fix your faith and love on the 
same gracious Saviour in whom 
she trusted, and you will enjoy 
similar peace and consolation, 
and the same blessed hope of 
eternal happiness! God bless 
you M - May he support 
sanc ify, and comfort you, while 
you remain here below, and 
make you daily better prepared 
for the heaventy world.” * God 
bless you sir,” was the repiy, 
‘for all your kind instructions 
and prayers. 1 cannot tell you 
how much they have comforted 
me.” 

About two days after my ¢ec- 
ond yisit to M , I was told 
that some one from § , the 
village in which she lived, wish- 
edtoseeme. AsI had desired 
her to send for some little com- 
forts which her humbie circum- 
stances could not afford, I took 
for granted that this was her mes- 
senger; but instead of the person 
whom I expected on this errand, 
I was surpficed to find that it 
was M ’s mother, whom my 
readers may recollect she told 
me she was hoping shortly to 
see. She wasa decent looking 
old woman, with an air of pecul- 
iar meekncss and gravity, and 
apparently bending more under 
the weight of trouble than of 
years. ‘Pray rest yourself,’ 
said 1, as she was attempting to 
rise. .“ You must be tired after 
your long waik.” ‘A little, 
sir,” was the reply; ‘ but mgre 
distressed by my poor daughter's 
iliness.” « How is she to day 2?” 
“Very ill, indeed, sir; she can- 
not hold it long, I think.” “T 
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fear not,” said I; ‘but do not 
be too much distressed. Your 
daughter is, I trust, a real Chris- 
tian, and preparing for a better 
world.” ‘Ah, sir, I trust she 
is. She is following her dear 
sister, who died abouttwo years 
ago. Thank God, she was ready 
to go, and no doubt she is in 
heaven ; and my poor. M iS 
very like her; but itisa great 
affliction to loose such good chil- 
dren in my old age.” ‘It 1s, 
indeed,” I replied; “and I feel 
much for you. FE have lost chil- 
dren too, though not grown up ; 
but although it is a heavy trial, 
the blessed hope of their being 
happy for ever in heaven is an 
unspeakable consolation. Now, 
as far as I am able to judge, | 
think your daughter is a true be- 
liever in Jesus Christ and interest- 
ed in his salvation.” “It isa 
great comfort to me to hear you 
say so, sir. Indeed, I do think so 
myself. She was always inclined 
to religion from a child; but she 
has attended mose to it within 
the last two or three years than 
ever.” ‘She appears to me,” 
said I, **to be in a very hopeful 
frame of mind. I cannot look 
into her heart; but if she is sin- 
cere in her professions, I candot 
but think that she isin the way 





‘to heaven.” —*“ Why, to be sure, 


sir, a8 you say, we cannot look 
into the heart; but it is of no 
use to pretend to religion, if we 
are not Sincere in it;' and so I 
tell M » and indeed I think 
she is sincere.” ‘ Pray, when 
did you come to see your daugh- 
ter?” “ Last Sunday, sir, just af- 
ter you left her. I have been in 
a good deal of trouble about 
walking over on the Sudblach; 


but 1 trust the Lord will forgive 





me, if I did wrong. I did not 
hear, till then, that she was so ill, 
and put off coming to see her as 
long as possible, for the journey 
is almost too much for me at my 
age; but I was «‘raid I should 
hardly see her alive, if I did not 
set off directly. or be stopped 
next day by the weather, this 
winter time; and all the way I 
came my thoughts were taken 
up with God and heavenly 
things.” Indeed,” said J, 
much struck with the tenderness 
of conscience displayed by the 
poor old woman, * f think this 
is a case in which God would 
have * mercy, and not sacrifice.’ 
You know our Saviour gracious- 
ly allows usto perform acts of 
necessity, mercy, and charity on 
the Sabbath; and I doubt not 
that he freely forgives your jour- 
ney to See your poor sick daugh- 
ter, especially as you seem to 
have so sincerea desire to serve 
and please hima. Pray have you 
long thought so seriously upon 
religion?’ ~** Not so long, sir, 
as I could wish I had. The 
former part of my. life was toe 
much taken up with the cares of 
the world, and the labour of 
bringing up a large family ; but 
I have had much affiiction of 
late years, and it has pleased God 
to teach me many things, con- 
cerning his Son Jesus Christ, arid 
the salvation of my soul; and. 
bless his holy name for giving 
me the opportunity, in my old 
age, of attending to these 
things.” “Is your husband liv- 
ing?”? ‘«Qno, sir; Ihave been 
a widow some years, and now I 
have a very comfortable dwell- 
ing in an almshouse, at H 
where f have time to read my 
Bible, and think of my latter ends 
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But I should never have known 
or felt so much about religion, if 
it kad not been for Mr. N 
the minister of our parish. He 
is a good gentleman, and takesa 
deal of pains with us poor people, 
both in the puipit and out of 
it. ie was of great use to my 
daughters, and I hope. one of 
my sons is turning after them.” 
“ Well, my aged friend,’ I re- 
plied, “‘ next to that first and 
greatest gift of his Son Jesus 
Christ to be. our Saviour, God’s 

chief mercy to us is an interest in 
him for ourselves ; and since he 
has been pleased to bestow this 
unspeakable blessing upon you, 
and your poor sick daughter, 
comfort yourself with this tho’t. 
He has done more, even for your 
present happiness, by the gift of 
his Son, than if he had bestowed 
the whole world upoa you with- 
eut him ; and although you have 
had many trials, and are now a- 
gain about to suffer affliction, in 
the loss of another of your chil- 
dren, yet, be assured, that all 
these things are wisely and gra- 
ciously ordered, and are working 
together for your good. A time 
will shortly come, in which you 
will see this mnore clearly—when 
your mourning shall be turned 
into joy, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away for ever.” * What 
you say, sir, greatly comforts ne, 
and I am truly thankful that you 
have been so kind to visit my 
daughter, and to give her . so 
much good instruction and con- 
solation. { understand you mean 
to administer the Sacrament. to 
her on Christmas day. She talks 
much of it. and.is very anxious to 
receive it.” ‘* That is my inten. 
tion,” said I ; ** and I hope that 
you will partake of it with her.”’ 





“ Tshall be very glad: to do soy 
sir, especially as I shall not be 
able to be at church.” “I trust,” 
I added, * that the celebration of 
that holy ordinance will be much 
blessed to us all, particularly to 
your datighter ; and that Christ 
may be present with us, to seal 
his dying love upon our hearts,” 

“* Indeed, T hambly pray that he 
may be, sir.” —~The good old wo- 
man had now rested herself after 
the fatigue of her walk, and, af- 
ter a little farther refreshments 
prepared to return to her daughe 
ter’s cottage. I could not help 
regarding her with peculiar pleas- 
ure. Truly, “ the hoary head is 
a crown of glory, if it be found 
in the way of righteousness.” 
But how wretched. is an old age 
of carelessness, worldliness, and 


irrelizgion ! On it, even if the out- 


ward circumstances be ever so 
prosperous, death must indeed 
heavily fall, ‘* and double terror 
own ;” while, to the aged Chrig- 
tian, ‘ at evening time it shall be 
lighi.”. Although, like the poor 
and afflicted mother whom I have 
been just describing, we may be 
called upon to part from the dear- 
est obj:cts of our affection, yet 
the separation will be, at the ut- 
most, but short, and the reunion, 
if previously united by a living 
faith to the Redeemer, unspeak- 
ably delightful,— where there 
shall be no more death,. neither 
sorrow nor crying ; neither shall 
there be any more pain; for the 
former things’ shall have * pass- 
ed away.” 

But I must here close my pre- 
sent communication, reserving 
the conclusion of my narrative ie 


your succeeding number. 
(Yo be cuatinued. ) 
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A” PLEA FOR LIBERALITY BY 
BASIL OF THE 4ti) CENTURY. 


“© One says, I will give tomor- 
row, to excuse hithself from giv. 
ing to day. Alas! do you know 
whéther you shal! be alive to mor- 
tow in this place ? Another says, 
Tam poor, I have need enough 
myself of all my means. Yes, 
yotiare poor, you are destitute, 
but it is of love, ot benigznity, of 
faith, and of mercy. A third 
says, whom do | wreng ? I keep 
only my own. -lak ycu, from 
whom did ycu receive those rich- 
es, and whence did you bring 
them? Did you not come naked 
from your mother’s womb, and 
shall you not return naked to the 
dust?) Whence did ‘this wealth 
come? from chahce? what ts this 
but Atheism ? if you confess, that 

cu received it from .God, why 
did it fall to your lot rather than 
to another’s? God is not unright- 
eous in the Unequal division of 
property among men. Why are 
you rich, and why is this man 
poor: itis, that ycu may receive 
the reward of dispensing your 
goods faithfully, and that the 
poot may receive the recompense 
of his patience. When, there- 
fore, you appropriate to yourself 
that wealth which belongsto ma- 
fy, and of which you are the 
steward, you are a rubber.— We 
know not what necessities may 
happen. Can yeu make this a- 
pology. while you spend your 
wealth on a thousand tuper fui 
ties? But I want it for my chil- 
-dren.—But, isit from you, that 
your ton received life? is it not 
from God? otght he, then, to 
hinder you from obeying Goa’s 
¢ommandments ? The riches thai 
fou will leave him, may be the 


occasion cf his rfiin. Who knows, 
whether he will make a good or 
bad use of them?” He refutes 
the pretence: of those, who think 
to exempt them elves from doing 
good in their life time, by leav- 
ing their goods, by will, to the 
poor. “ Wretched men, to prac- 
tise no good works but with ink 
ahd paper! it seems, you wish 
you couid have enjoyed your riche 
esfor ever, and then you would 
never have obeyed the precepts 
of the gospel: it is to death, it 
seems, and nat to you, that the 
poor are indebted. God will not 
be thus mocked; that which is 
dead is not to be offered to the 
tanctuary : offer up a living sae 
crifice —It is certain, that those, 
who rely on Divine Providence, 
are like the springs which are not 
dried up by drawing from them, 
but send forth theif waters with 
greater force. If you are poor, 
lend your money upon interest te 
God, who is rich.” 


Milner v.ii. p. 265. 


oT ccentinatheias 
ee 


EPIPHANIUS OF THE 4TH CENs 
TURY. 


"© Epiphanius, bishop of Cy- 
prus, was not inferior to. many im 
this century for unfeigned purity 
of faith and manners. But the 
particulars of his life are for the 
most part uninieresting It is 
proper however, to mention his 
zeal in tearing a painted curtain 
which he saw in a piace of pub- 
lic wor-hiv. This seems at orce 
a procf of his cetestation of ima- 
ges and pictures in religion, and 
also of the weak beginnings - of 
that superstition in the fourth 
century. 


In this piace let us not’ 
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omit to observe this very laudable 
spirit of beneficence. Numbers 
from all parts sent him large sums 
to distribute to the needy, in con- 
fidence of his charity and integ- 
rity. His steward one day in- 
formed him, that his stock was 
nearly exhausted, and blamed his 

rofuse liberality ; but he con- 
tinued still as liberal as before, 
till all was gone ; when he re. 
ceived suddenly from a stranger 
a large bag of gold. Another 
story deserves to be recorded as a 
monument of Divine Providence, 
the rather, as it seems extremely 


well authenticated.* Two. bege 
gars, agreeing to impose on him, 
one feigned himself dead, the othe 
er begged of Epiphanius to sup- 
ply the expenses of his compan- 
ion’s funeral. . Epiphanius grant- 
ed the request ; the beggar on 
the departure of the bishop desir. 
ed his companion to rise ; but 
the man,was really dead ;—To 
sport with the servants of God, 
and to abuse their kindness, is to 
provoke God himself, .as the bish- 
op told the survivor.” 

Milner v ii. p.%72._- 

*Sozom, b. vil. C. 27 





Religious Intelligence. 


COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Agreeably to the following Constitution, a Bible Society was formed in Addi- 
son County, on the 18th instant. 


CONSTITUTION 


_ OF Addison CouUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Whereas, the Vermont Bible Socie- 
ty have recommended the formation 
of County Bible Societies, in this State, 
and voted that every Member of the 
respective County Societies, shall be 
considered a Member ofthe Vt. Bible 
Society, and that the Treasurer of 
the Vermont Bible Society,shall trans- 
mitto the Treasurer of each County 
Soctiety, in Bibles, at the first cost, one 
half of the amount received from each 
County Society. We, whose names, 
are hereunto subscribed, hereby form 
ourselves into a Society, tobe denom- 
jnated the Addison County Bible So- 
ciety, for the purpose of distributing 
the Bible, and to be governed by the 
following 
CONSTITUTION. 

ArT. 1. Any person may become 
2s Member of this Society, by the pay- 
ment.of Two Dollars, and centimue a 


Member by the annual payment of the 
same sum ; and any person, by paying 
Twenty Dollars, may become a Mem 
ber for life. 

Arar. 2. This Seciety shall annual- 
ly choose a President, Vice-President, 
three Directors, aSecretary and Treas- 
urer. The President and Vice-Presi- 
dent shall be derectors ex-officio, who, 
with the Direciors, shall attend to the 
distribution of B:bles in this County, 
and give their aid to, the Vermont Bi- 
ble Society in carrying into effect their 
benevolent designs, and shall make te- 
port of all their proceedings, and of 
the state of their Treasurv, at the an- 
nual Meeting of the Society; anda 
like report to the Vermont Bible So- 
eiety, at its annual meeting. The 
Treasurer shail remit all monies, y 
him received, te the Treasurer of the 
Vermom Bible Society, at their apne- 
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al meeting, with the names of the 
members. 

Art.3. Bvery member of this So- 
ciety, shall be entiled to receive from 
the Treasurer, one Bible annually ; 
provided, the same he called for, with- 
in One month after the annual méeting : 
And provided, also, he shall not re- 
ceive one from the Vermont Bible So- 
€iety. 

Art. 4 No officer of the Society, 
shall receive any compensatior for his 
services. 

Arr. 5. Any person residing in this 
County, who is a member of the Ver- 
ont Bible Society for life, shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Arr. 6. There shall be an annual 
theeting of this Society, at such place 
as’ the Society shall prescribe, and the 
first meeting shall be held at the Court 
house in Middlebury, on the 3d Tues- 
day, the 18 day of January, Anno Dom: 
ini one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, at 12 oclock at noon. 


(The preceding is the Constitution 
recommended to the several Counties 
by the Vt. Bible Society,-at their last 
ay The blanks are filled in Ital- 
1s. 


Cuarves Marsn, Esq. President of 
the Vermont Bible Society, was re- 
quested to officiate.as Moderator ;— 
M110 Cook ,Esq. was appointed Sce- 
rétety, Pro tempore. 
The Society made choice of the fol- 
lowing officers, for the year ensuing’ 
President, 
Rev. HENRY DAVIS, D. D. 
Vice President. 
Hon: GAMALIEL PAINTER; 
Directors. 
Rev. Jepip1au BusuNe tr, 
Rev. Tuomas A. MERRILL, 
Rev. Jos14H Hopkins. 
Secretary. 
M110 Cook, Esq. 
‘Treasurer. 
_ Mr. WituraM G. Hookers 
The Society voted, that their annual 
meeting should be held, at the Court 
house, in Middleburv, on the third 
‘Fuesday im each year, at 2 o’clock 
P. M. 


, Meeting of Directors. 
Fie Directors of Addison County 
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Bibte Society met, on the second day 
of February. 

Rev. TLomas A. Merrill was chosen 
Secretary, The Rev. Henry Davis, 
D- D. Was appointed to preach a Ser- 
mon before the Society, at their next 
annual meeting, and the Rev. John 
Hough, his second. 

The Directors appointed the follow- 
ing Gentlemen Agents to procure sub- 
scriptions for the Society ; to make in- 
quiry respecting the want of bibles, 
ancl to receive bibles for distribution : 
Addison, Maj. Woodford, Esq. Smith 3 
Bridport, Elder Starkweather, Deac. 
Phinehas Kitchel ; Bristol, Gen. Dun- 
ton. Capt. Dayfoot; Cornwail, Capt. 
E. Sampson, Deac. F414; Ferrisburgh; 
Neuc. L. Chamberlain ; Hancock, Esq. 
Robbins ; Kingston, Esq. Patrick; 
Leicéster, Hon, H. Olin, Esq. Rotk- 
well; Middlebury, Elder N. Kendrick, 
Maj. Adams, Doct. W. G. Hooker ; 
Monkton, Esq. M. Mumford, Mr. 
Webb ; ew Haven, Deac. R. Hall, 
Seth Langdon, Joseph Tobias; Punéors 
Filder H. Chamberlain, Capt. Grandy ; 
Silisbury, Esq. Saxton, Deac. Beach ; 
Shoreham, Deac. Pond, Capt. Hunt; 
Starksborough, Esq E. Ferguson, Sam. 
ucl Hall; Vergennes, Doct. E. Hun*- 
ington, Esq. Booth; Warren, Esq. 
Marthers; /hiting, Esq. Allen, Deac. 
Hutchinson ; Weybridge, Esq. S. Jew- 
ett, Deac. A. Drake. 


Deena 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TS 
THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCF- 
ETy, MAY 13,1813. 


(Continued from page S47. vol. v.) 


To the Society, as well as to his re- 
lations and friends, it is no sniall éon- 
solation to reflect, that he dicd in the 
house of our valuable brother, Mr. 
Loveless, our Missionary at Madras A 
where he enjoyed all that attention 
which piety and friendship could af- 
ford in his painful circumstances : 
und this leads us to report briefly the 
circumstances of that faithiul Mission- 


any at 


MADRAS. 
Mr. Loveless has been, for several 


years, usefully employed as a teacher 
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in the Male Assylum, and also in 
preaciting the gospel, both to Europe- 
ans and natives. Having ceen enabled 
by their generous aid to erect a chap- 
elin the Black Town, where he has 
yaet withconsiderable encouragement, 
he has judged it expedient to resign 
hjs situation in the Assylum, that he 
may devote himself wholly to his pro- 
per employment ip the ministry of the 
Word, as more congenia} with his of- 
fice as a Missionary, for which hehas 
indeed most ample scype in that great 
and populous city; and it is the earn- 
est wish of the Directors that he may 
be assisted by the addition of another 
able labourer. ‘Fhe local situation of 
Mr. Loveless, tygether with his gown 
prudence and zeal, have rendered him 
very useful to the other stations, espe- 
cially to Vizagapatam and Belhary, 
both which ought to be strengthened 
by the addition of more Missionaries, 
and we trust will be so, if the present 
unjust and iimpolitic restrictions 
should be removed. But under the 
existing circumstances, and doubtful 
whether Mr. May and other Mission- 
aries from different societies, have 
been permitted to reside in India, the 
Directors have lately written to Mr. 
Thom at the Cap>,desiring him not to 
proceed until he shai! have heard again 
from home. The Directors, sympa- 
thizing with their Christian brethren 
of the Baptist missionary Sqciety, in 
their heavy loss, occasioned by the fire 
which consumed their printing office 
at Sarempore, immediately on hearsog 
of that disaster, cheerfully voted them 
one hundred guineas towards repair- 
ing the damage :—a donation which 
they are confident that the whole So- 
ciety will cordially approve. From 
Tudia we naturally pass on to the ad- 
jacent island of 


c&YLON. 

We have the sutisfaction to state 
that the hopes expressed in our last 
Report have been in_a great degree 
realized. By the very laudable exer- 
tions of the present Governor, Sir Al- 
exander Jolinstone, the Hon. and Rev. 
Mr, Twisleton, and other friends of 
religion, the care of the schools has 
been revived. Our Missionary, Mr. 
Ehrhardt, was appointed to visit the 
g¢bools in the district of Matura, and 


¢ 
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inquire into the character and conduct 
of the schoolmasters. Mr. Ehrhardt 
describes the greater part of those 
who have formerly been gbeptized by 
the Dutch, on inerely being able to re- 
cite the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Com- 
mandinents, and Creed, as extremely 
ignorant of Christianity, and still liv- 
ing in the constant practice of idola- 
try, having submitted to baptism only 
for worldly advantage. He says, they 
are exceedingly addicted to the wor- 
ship of images, before which they fall 
prostrate on the ground and pray ; 
and this attachment to image worship 
accoun's in his opinion, for the suc- 
cess the Roman Catholics have had in 
making many proselytes, while the re- 
ligion of the Protestants appears to 
them too simple, and is called by thena 
§ the Religion of the Company.” 

Mr. Palm, who has acquired the 
Tamul Janguage, has been very assid- 
yous in his care of the schools, partic- 
ularly at Tillipaly; in which he has 
heen mugh encouraged by the Hon. 
Col. Molesworth, (now Lord Moles- 
worth,) who has becn successful in 
establishing several other schools, one 
for the children of the Seaboys, in the 
garrison of Jaffhapatam, which in- 
cludes a number of Hindoo, Mussul- 
mans,and Portuguese children;* anoth- 
er is under the care of Mr.ChristianDa- 
yid, (a native,) where the Lancasteri- 
an system is adopted with success. 

Mr. Read, who teaches aschool at 
Amlamgoddy, is appointed to super- 
intend the schools (in number about 
twenty eight) in the district of Galle. 
He found them in adepiorerable state, 
owing partly to the negligence of the 
masters, and partly to the reluctance 
-of the natives to send their children to 
school. But there is reason to hope, 
that by the encouragement now given 
to the schools by the government, the 
increased diligence of the teachers, 
and the distribution of the Scriptures 
in the Cingalese language, which may 
shortly be expecied, the Missionary 
prospects will soon become much 





** The progress these boys made 
in afew wecks was such, that several 
respectable persons, and of the high- 
est Hindoo caste, came and offered 


their sons to be instructed in the clin is- 


tian religion,” 
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brighter, especially if some able Eng- 
lish Missionaries can be sent to labour 
there. “I hope,” says a gentleman 
resident in Ceylon, ‘* the Missionary 
Society, and all societies for promot- 
ing the glorious cause, will consider 
this, and strain every nerve to send 
some able teachers to this country ; 
never was such a harvest as is prepar- 
ed for the reapers,” 

The Directors have been informed, 
that Mr. Palm and Mr. Ehrhardt have, 
by the kindness of Government, been 
appointed to two of the churches, and 
are so provided for, that the Society 
will be: relieved from the expense of 
their future support. 

Before we quit this part of the globe, 
it will be prdper to notice the efforts 
which have been made in this coun- 
try, in favour of the 

LASCARS AND CHINESE, 
who, having navigated British vessels 
from India, usually reside some months 
in this metropolis, before their return. 
The Committee, to whom business 
was entrusted, report, that, in pursu- 
ing the object of their designation, 
they have not been exempt from dif- 
ficulties ; but that they have engaged 
iwo persons, who, during their leisure 


houre, have, in the space of 8 months, ° 


made considerable progress in the 
Bengalee language, in which they are 
able to read the New Testament with 
tolerable ease, and that each of them 
has translated two tracts, into that 
tongue; and the Committee hope they 
will soon be enabled to converse with 
the Lascars on the subject ef religion, 
and ultimately prove of great use to 
them ;—a third also has for some 
months past applied himself, in his 
leisure hours, to the Chinese language, 
that he is no less indefatigable in his 
pursuits, and that his prospect of suc- 
cess is no less pleasing than that of 
his fellow-laborers befurementioned — 
The ‘Directors next pass on to 
CHINA. 

an empire so vast, so-populous, and sa 
jdolatrous, that it cannot be mention- 
ed by Christians without exciting sen- 
{iments of the Geepest concern. On 
the snoves of this immense country our 
excelient brother, Mr. Morris:», ‘has 
persevered, far several years, m his 
solitary, but most. interesting labours 
—in translating, into the language of 
snore than ‘three hundicd millions of 


the benighted descendants of Adam, 
the Scripturesof Truth. Mr. Morris- 
on, whose acquaintance with the Chi- 
nese language has, perhaps, seldom 
beenexceeded by any European, hag 
completed his Grammar of the Chi- 
nese Language, which he has pre- 
sented to Lord Minto, Governor Gen- 
eral of Bengal; he has printed his 
translation of the Gospel ot Luke, a 
single copy of which he has sent to the 
Directors, whose gratitude to the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, for their 
second generous donation to Mr. Mor- 
rison, in aid of his Chinese version of 
the Scriptures, induced them immedi- 
ately topresent that cepy to the com- 
mittee that they might depos- 
it m their Biblical Library a book of 
so mucii interest, and to the produc- 
tion of which they had so liberally 
contributed. The Directors have al- 
so presented to the Cémmittee the on- 
ly printed copy transmitted from Vi- 
zagapatam,of the Gospel of Mark in 
the Telinga language, translated by 
our Missionaries. And the Directors 
feel.a pleasure in again acknowledging 
With unfeigned respect and affection 
their obligations to that excellent So- 
ciety, in whose growing greatness and 
usefulness they exceedingly rejoice, 
for the readiness with which, on ever 

application, they have furnished Bi- 
bles for their Missionary stations in 
different parts of the world. | 
’ Mr. Morrison has transmitted to us 
the copy of an Edict, which was issued 
by the emperor of China, whereby 
printing religions books and establish- 
ing preachers are made capital offen- 
ces. The Roman-Catholic Missiona- 
ries at Pekin have been silenced, and 
some of them. imprisoned, till they 
can be transported to Europe. Mr. 
Morrison however proceeds in his 
work undismayed, but with all neces- 
sary caution and prudence. He has 
formed a catechism in the Chinese lan- 
guage, and also a tract on the Way of 
Salvation ‘I must,” he says, “ go 
forward, trustwg in the Lord. We 
will scrupulously obey Governments, 
as far as their decrees do not oppose 
what is required by the Almighty; I 
will be careful not to invite the notice 
of Government.. Iam, though sensi- 
bie of my weakness, not discouraged, 
but than&ful that.my own most san- 
guine hopes have been more than re- 
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glized. In the midst of discourage- 
ment, the practicability of acquiring 
the language, in no very great length 


- of time, of translating the Scriptures, 


and of having them printed in China, 
has been demonstrated. Iam grateful 
to the Divine Being, for having em- 
ploved me: in this good work, and 
should I die soon, it will afford me 
pleasure in my last moments.”—— 
** When Fam dead, God may raise up 
some Chinese who will republish these, 
and thereby prociaim to the millions 
of his countrymen the Unity of God, 
the redemption that is in Christ, with 
all its preceding and consequent doc- 
trines, and these may lead to the eter- 
nal life of many. Little as has been 
done, I did not expect, four years ago, 
that by this time so much would have 
been effected ; if the labour had been 
a million times morc, Ishould not have 
regretted it.” 

The Directors hope that, notwith- 
standing the imperial edict (which, 
there is reason to think, will not be se- 
verely acted-upon, especially in the 
provinees,) many copies of the trans- 
fation will, by means of merchants 
and sailors who frequent Prince of 
Wales’s Island, Java, and other adja- 
cent countries, find their way into the 
heart of the empire, and that God will 
bless his own word tu the salvation of 
many, and possibly the very prohibi- 
tion may excite ‘n the people a greater 
curiosity to obtain and persue it. | 

Mr. Morrison having frequently 
complained of being left to serve alone 
in this great work, and fearing that 
in case of his death it might be fora 
long time suspended, the Directors 
have sent forth Mr. Milne, by the way 
of the Cape, who they hope will prove 
an acceptable fellow-labourer. The 
Directors have also, according to Mr. 
Morrison’s earnest recommendation, 
determined on commencing a Mission 
to the populous island of Java, in 
which it is said there are thirty millions 
of inhabitants, including two hundred 
thousand Chinese, among whom the 
Scriptures may be freely distributed. 
It ought not to be forgotton, that the 
zeal of our worthy brother has also 
been manifested by promoting among 
the European residents at Canton a 
subscription towards the Auxiliarv Bi- 
ble Sucicty at Calcutta, to the treasu- 
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rer of which he has. transmitted twa 
hundred and eighty-five dollars. — 


WEST INDIES. 


TOBAGO—It was the intention of 
the Directors, as intimated in the last 
Report, to remove Mr. Elliot to New 
Carlisle, but they have yielded to his 
wishes to continue a longer time at 
Tobago. The chapel erected here, 
which will seat about two hundred 
persons, was opened in May last, and 
a tolerable number of persons, both 
white and biuck, attended. Mr. El. 
liot hopes that his labors are not alto- 
gether fruitless ; the morals of many 
of the negroes are improved ; and one 
ofthe managers informs him that-he 
frequently hears them reproving each 
other for sin; a few aiso seem tobe 
truly concerned for the salvation of 
their souls. A _ serjous’ gentleman 
from England who visited the island, 
and observed Mr. Elhot’s labours, has 
given the Directors a more favourable 
report of the Mission than they had be- 
fore received. There seems also to be 
a prospect of reducing the expense of 
the Mission, by the contributions of 
some of the planters. 


TRINIDAD. 

At Trinidad Mr. Adam continues 
to preach to the white and: coloured 
people, and to the slaves, in the chap- 
el which he has erected at the town 
called Port of Spain, as well in other 
parts of the island ; labouring not only 
on the Lord’s days, but at frequent 
meetings held in the week, for the 
purpose of catechising the negroes.— 
We believe that Mr Adam labours 
both faithfully and-usefully, but thro’ 
the failure of business, the want of 
intercourse with America, and the ex- 
travagant price of previsions, the 
expense of this Mission is extremely 
great. 


DEMARARA. 

Mr. Wray still labours at Le Re- 
souvenir, i the colony of BDemarara.— 
Soon after his returnfrom England, a 
proclamation was issued by his Ex- 
celicncy Governor Carmichacl, agree. 
able to the directions issued by the 
government at home, by which. the 


liberty of the negrogs to attend the in- 



























































































struction of the Missionaries was con- 
siderably enlarged. The preamble to 
this proclam: ation stated, that the Gov- 
grnor had received instructions from 


the Prince Regent to recal aformer - 


(restrictive) proclamation, “and to 
give every aigd to Missionaries in the 
instruction of religion.” ‘This public 
mitasure Was accoinpanied with the 
most friendly assurances of the Gov- 
ernor to the Missionaries of his sup- 
yort, as he considered their’exertions 
to be highly useful to the communi- 
ty. His excellency was also pleased 
to muke a handsome present towards 
the support of the Mission. He also 
desired them to undertake the instruc- 
tion of the soldiers’ children, for 
whichasmall salary is to be allowed, 
The good effect of this magisterial en- 
courage higit soon became apparent in 
the attendance of slaves, six or seven 
hundred‘ of whom attend Mr. Wray’s 
ininistry, and some of them from a 
considerable distance: from thirty tc 
fifivy slaves attend thrice a week to 
les ‘arn to read, und many moze who live 
ia distance tench each other, Sever- 
il have been baptized and admitted 
tothe Lord’s Supper during the last 
year. This MisSion, in consequence 
of the distressed state of thé colony, 
has become this ycar far more expen- 
give than bétore. —* 
~’ Mr. Davis has finished and opened a 
large chapel at Gtorge ‘Vown (fornier- 
Jv called Staebrook) which is attend- 
¢d by a very considerable number of 
people of different colours. It is sup- 
posed that about 1000 negroes attend. 
fhe inhabitants of the town contribu. 
ied more than 600! towards the build- 
jug, and about 60!, was subscribed by 
the poor negroes, who gave half a bit 
{or two-pence-half penn; ) each. But 
the debt still remaining on the place 
is very large. An Auxiliary Mission- 
ary Society, including people of colour 
ped slaves, hus recently been formed 
at George Town, whose subscriptions 
amount ‘to 801. 


BERBICE- 
, Anew, and, we trust, a wide door of 
nsefulncss appears to be opening in the 
adjoining colony of Berbice, distant 
from Demarara about, seventy miles. 
Several estates in this colony belong to 
the British Crown, and are now under 
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the direction of Commissioners whe 
are disposed to encourage the instruc- 
tion of the slaves. These gentlemen, 
who are well acquainted with the val- 
uable services of Mr- Wray, have made 
a proposal to him to remove to Ber- 
bice, and undertake, with the consent 
of the Directors, the religious care of 
the negroes, who are very numerous. 
To this proposal the Directors, un- 
willing as they are to relinquish the 
services of Mr. Wray, have consented, 
in hopes of his more extensive useful- 
ness, and in expectation that his place 
at Demarara will be well supplied, of 
which they have some prospect, three 
Missionaries who had been educatcd 
at Berlin and Rotterdam having been 
sent over to England, by the Duteh 
Society, in consequenee ‘of their own 
inability to employ them. One of 
these Missionaries is at present in- 
tended for Jaya, and two others for 
Denarara and Berbice. The whole 
expense of the Mission at Berbice will 
be detrayed by the Commissioners. 
OTAHEITE. 

From the Missionaries who return- 
ed to Otahcite from New South Wales 
in May or June 1811, at the earnest 
request of the King of the island, the 
Directors have not yet received any 
letter; nor have they been favourcd 
with any information concerning them 
from the reverend Mr. Marsden at 
Port JacKson, since his letter of Sep- 
tember 21, 1811. The last infurma- 
tion is from Mr. Davies, who had em- 
baiked for Otaheitc, dated Paramat- 
ta, October 14, 1811, in) which 
he fully states the reasons which 
determined him and several more 
of the Missionaries to resume the 
undertaking, their willingness to en. 
counter any di ifhculties which might 
occur, and their cheerful expectation 
oftiltimate success. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davies have probably followed their 
companions to Otabeite. The Direc- 
tors have been long anxious to hear of 
their safe arrivg! ana agreeable recep- 
tion at the island; butso difficult is it 
to maintain a communication with this 
distant part of the earth, that they and 
the Society must still exercise their 
paticnce. The Directors however 
have repeatedly written to the Mis- 
sionaries, and have also sent out sup- 
plies, to the care of Mr. Marsden, ef 
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such articles as they are supposed to 
need. 
CANADA. 

Mr. Smart, who left England in June 
1811, is mow at Eljzabeth Town, in 
Upper Canada, where he found the 
state of things rather unpromising ; 
but he has had the satisfaction of seeing 
the congregation much increased, from 
about sixty to two or three hundred, 
and their attention to the word great- 
ly improved. He has reason to hope 
that his labours have been usefulto 
the souls of his hearers. “ Their at- 
tention,” he says, “to the preached 
fospel, fur the last six or nine mouths, 
is such asI never witnessed in Eng- 
Jani; their anxiety for my comforta- 
ble and permanetit settlement was «l- 
so very great-” This pleasing pros- 
bect, however, is for the present be- 

louded by the breaking out of the 
war between America and Britain, 
and unhappily Mr. Smart’s station 
is at the very seat. of jt. Bat- 
tles have been fought in the imme- 
diate vicinity, and a ball from an A- 
mcriean fort at Oswegatche passed be- 
tween the neck of his horse and his 
own bedy, as be was returning from 
reaching in the neighbourhood.— 
Vhen he wrote last, it was within the 
sound of the cannon ; hitherto howev- 
er he has been preserved, and he en- 
treats the prayers of the Society. His 
preaching ciruit is considérable, ex- 
tending fifty miles in length, and 25 
in breadth ! but his strength has been 
proportioned to his labours. 

Mr. Cox, who was intended for St: 
Mary's Falls, received so discourag- 
ing an account of that place that he 
thought it his duty not to proceed to 
jt until he heard from the Directors; 
who, on the consideration of the 
subject, consented to his, staving in 
Canada, where many who wish to 
hear the word are totally destitute of it. 
Mr. Cox was fora short time at Matil- 
da, but soon removed to Augusta, in 
the county of Granville, where his la- 
bours have proved very acceptable. 

Mr. Spratt, who went to America 
with a view of proceeeing to India, 
having been so ili at Philadelphia that 


‘itwwas judged altogether improper for 


him to venture on such a sultry cli- 


mate, has removed for the present to 


Quebec; where be supplics the cen- 
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gregation of Mr Dick, while on a vis. 
it tothis country. His ‘health 1s in. 
proved, and we hope that hereafter he 
will be able to take a part in some im- 
portant Mission. 

The Directors, yieiding to the soli- 
citations of some pious friends deep] 
interested in the religious welfixe o 
Newfoundland, have consented to & 
Mr. Hyde, who was for a time ai C ¥ 
port, to St. John’s, at present dest 
tute of a minister, where he is t 


preach for a year or two, till the peo- ~ 


~ 


ple are provided with a settled pastor ;. 
and then to labour in ether parts of 
the island; where the gospel is most 
needed, and to which the providence 
of God may appear to direct. 

The Directors have not yet been 
able to send a Minister to ,New-Car- 
lisle, though the peeple in that coun- 
try are very desirous of hearing the 
word. 

(To be continued_). 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Thé Middlebury Selection of Hymns 
compiled from various authors, Sc. 
tond edition enlarged. pp. 144. Mid- 
dlebury, printed by T. C, Strong for 
the Proprietor. 1814. 

These Hyms are judicously selected , 
and are, as we trust, emminently caleu- 
lated to promote an evangelical spirit. 

The ministry»f Angels. A sermon 
preached at Nothampton, before the 
Hampshire Missionary Society, st 
their annual meéting August 19,1813, 
Ry Theophilus Packard, A.M, Pastor 
of the church in Sheiburne. To which 
ig annexed the annual report of the 
Trustees of the Hampshire Missiona- 
ry Society, at the annual meeting ofthe 
Society, Aug. 19, 1813. W. Butler, 
1813. 

The alarm Trumpet. A Discourse, 
delivered at Berkshire, Sept. 9, 1813, 
the day of the National Fast appoint- 
ed by the President, on account of the 
war. By John Truair, late pastor of 
the church in Cambridge, Vt. Mont- 
pelier, Vt. Walton and Goss. 1813. 

A Sermon, delivered at Montpelicr, 
Lord’s-Day Evening, March 7, 181°, 
by Rev. John Truair, Pastor of t 6 
Congregational Church in Cambrid; e, 
Monipcher, Yt. Walton & Goes; 13isy 







































Poetry—-To Correspondent s—Donations. 
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Extemporaneous lines composed on the folowing occasion: + 4 


The Author with a few select youthful friends had retired to a shade, on alit- 
tle eminence for the benefit ofcoolair. Some of the band had made several 
excursions after fruit, which they generously presented to the females. When 
ali were seated on a moss-covered rock,’ one of the Genitlemen requested the 
Author to oblige them with a few lins of poetry: 


RURAL SCENE. 


— sole) PRN SRA RES ta Bio 
Det A PROUPRON GN 8 HOE AS 


1. Tue nimble steeds of Phoebus bright 
Had well nigh gain’u meridian height, 
When, with some chosen friends, I stray’d 
Into this cool, salubrious shade. 


2 While here reclin’d in rural ease,’ 4 
Fann’d by the pure Favonian breeze, F 
Some of the chosen few retire, 4 
To gather from thé thoriy briar 


3. Rich nature’s gifts, fruits ripe and sweet, . ’ 
And lay them at their sisters feet, ¢ 
* You lave my thanks, you have my heart, a 
While I this friendly wish impart ; 4 





4. While devious then through nature’s wilds you stray, 
May you be guided by the Solar ray. 

Mark nature’s steps ; 4nd tread where she has trod; 
And she will lead you Up to Nature’s God. 








5. As, for convenience on this rock we sit, 
And cheerfialy in rural pastimes mit : 

So on the rock of Ages firm, and sure, 
Which shall to all eternity endure, 3 
Let us for safety, fix our faith and love 4 
And aid each other to the realms above.’ M 














Narcissa. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


, Several communications have, recently, been received. Those we have had 
feisure to examine will appear in our publication, 
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DONATIONS TO VT. MISS, SOCIETY. 


from Rev. Jona. Hovey contributed to him, some time since, on’a mission 16,78 
Female Society Randolph - - - - - - 10,00. 
Females Highgate - - . : : - - 3,50 





